Dr. Leishman read a paper oil " The Treatment of Acute Rheumatism by Blistering," which will be found at page 260 of the present number of this Journal.
Dr. Coats thought they must all have listened with satisfaction to the interesting paper which had been read. There were few practitioners who had not at one time or another been baffled with the treatment of acute articular rheumatism. Most of them had tried many remedies, and these had so frequently failed that they were apt to lose faith in drugs in the treatment of this disease.
If this treatment, which had been put by Dr. Leishman to a fair test, proved to be efficacious in even a less degree than he described, he (Dr. Coats) believed that the reading of this paper would prove a boon to the Society, as the disease was one of every-day practice.
Dr. Lyon said that they had all heard of this treatment, and probably several of them had now employed it. He had not had the opportunity of ascertaining the virtue of blistering applied in this extensive and energetic way ; but the success attending it, as shown by the speedy relief of the pain, seemed very remarkable. There was one thing he would like to ask Dr. Leishman, viz., whether the same treatment proved effectual in the heart affections, so frequently the concomitant of rheumatism. They all knew that disease of the heart was a very serious affection. He confessed, for his own part, that he had still a strong belief that the old-fashioned remedies had more influence on the disease than any other treatment. There would, doubtless, be found a greater quantity of fibrin than usual.
Dr. Livingston recommended the combining of the alkaline and blistering treatment. This combination he had found very successful: so much so that he had not had a case in which a cure had not been effected before the 8th day.
Mr John Reid thought that the discussion had proved that, by adopting one exclusive method of treatment, they were apt to find themselves in the wrong.
He had had as many cases of rheumatism as most men, and he had learned that the treatment, to be successful, must be adapted to the peculiarities of the case. In rheumatism they had an out and out inflammatory affection, and not a specific affection arising from the presence of lactic acid, or any other acid. 
